
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

At Bitterne Church of England Primary School, we are a welcoming and inclusive community where every child is valued as a 
unique individual, created and loved by God. Guided by our Christian values of Hope, Courage and Creativity, we work together 

so that all our pupils flourish - confident in who they are, ambitious in what they can become, and fully prepared for the next 
stage of their learning. 

We are proud to be a place where everyone is welcome, regardless of faith, background or belief. We passionately strive for 
every child to succeed - to learn with curiosity, act with kindness, and live with hope - becoming the very best version of 

themselves.” 

Together we soar… 

Week Number: 3      Date: 18th September 2026 

Message from the Senior Leadership Team - Celebrating all things musical!  
It has been wonderful to see so many musical opportunities happening across our school already this 
term! 
This week, Year 4 have been working with Mrs. M in our music room, learning to play the violin. It was 
fantastic to see every child so focused and engaged – and successfully playing a note! There was a real 
buzz in the room, and the children were clearly having a great time while learning a completely new skill. 
Mrs. M also sent out information earlier this week about the different music clubs and opportunities 
available in school, so please do have a look and encourage your child to get involved. 
Following the fantastic success of Joseph last year, we are also very excited to be putting on another KS2 
musical production this year. We’re keeping the title under wraps for just a little longer, but we know it 
will provide another brilliant opportunity for children to sing, perform and showcase their talents in the 
arts. Watch this space for the big reveal! 
Our musical talents have also been out and about in the 
community. Last weekend, a small group of children took 
part in Music in the City – another wonderful opportunity to 
perform and enjoy making music together. 
There are already so many opportunities for our children to 
discover new talents, build confidence and experience the 
joy of music.  
What a fantastic start to the year! 
 

Collective Worship Reflection  
As we begin a new school year, we may have hopes, ambitions and goals for the 
year ahead. Sometimes things go exactly as we hoped — but sometimes they 
don’t! This is where our school value of Courage comes in. Courage doesn’t mean 
that we never feel worried, nervous or afraid. It means that, with God’s help, we 
can keep going, try again and face challenges even when things are difficult.  
 
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 
 
This week we revised our school Old Testament courage bible story - David and 
Goliath and our New Testament Bible story Jesus Heals a Paralysed Man 
 

 



A message from the Chair of Governors, Rev. Tony Palmer 
 
We just wanted to say a big welcome to everyone, whether those who have returned to school 
following the summer break or those new families joining us with children in year R. The school term 
has started so well and as Governors we are really excited for all that is going to happen in the 
school. 
 
At the start of the year, we thought it might be good to give an update and explain a little bit about 
what the Governing Body is all about. So here goes... the Governing Body is made up of members of 
staff, parents, foundation (church representatives) and other suitably skil led people from the local 
community. We meet to support the school in offering oversight and strategic governance to the 
Headteacher and work collaboratively to monitor progress, evaluate policies and procedures and 
undertake statutory responsibilities such health & safety, safeguarding, and well-being. All governors 
are volunteers and give of their time to serve the school - regularly meeting with leaders, being 
involved in the Ofsted and performance monitoring of the school, supporting school staff and 
undertaking monitoring visits to see how changes are implemented and to observe the practice of 
our wonderfully skilled staff. 
 
This new academic year, also sadly sees us saying a huge thank you and goodbye to two of our parent 
governors - Kelly Giles & Matt Proctor. Both Kelly & Matt have done an exceptional amount in the 
school and played a pivotal role over the last few years. We so appreciate all the time and effort that 
has been put in by them both and the way they have gone above and beyond - THANK YOU SO 
MUCH! 
 
Excitingly, this provides us with an opportunity to recruit two new parent governors - could it be you? 
If you might be interested in supporting the school, have any particular expertise with finance, 
marketing, education or safeguarding from a professional perspective... we would love to hear from 
you. But if you simply have a desire to support the school's development and future - this could be 
the role for you! It is worth mentioning that the day to day running of the school and operational 
decision making is the responsibility of the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team - our role is to 
hold a strategic oversight of the school and work with the school leaders to see the school grow and 
develop. 
 
If you would like an informal conversation about being a governor or to find out more information - 
please email chair@bitterneceprimary.net  
 
Thanks so much for your support 
 
Tony (on behalf of the Governing Body) 

Parent Question of the Week – We’d Love to Hear From You!  
Thank you to everyone who responded to last week’s parent question. Your feedback 
is valued and enables us to act on any concerns raised immediately or in the future. 
This week’s question is: How positive is your child feeling about their learning at 
school? 
Please use the Google Form link below to give us your feedback: 
https://forms.gle/Ygo5cu8mswhTZgE4A 
 

Reminder:  Music Clubs with Miss M: Please sign your child up here 
 
We are delighted to continue our extra-curricular music clubs this year, beginning on 7 
September. 
 

mailto:chair@bitterneceprimary.net
https://forms.gle/Ygo5cu8mswhTZgE4A


These clubs are a wonderful opportunity for children to develop their musical skills, build confidence, 
make friends and, most importantly, enjoy making music together. 

🎶 Chamber Choir – Wednesdays Year 2-6 
After school until 4:15pm 
Chamber Choir is open to children who enjoy singing and would like to develop their vocal skills. 
Important: The school production music will be rehearsed as part of Chamber Choir. Therefore, any 
children who would like to take part in school production will need to join Chamber Choir. 
Year R & 1 will be able to join the production as chorus. We will rehearse with them at a lunchtime in 
the spring term. 

🎻 Orchestra – Thursdays Years 1-6 
After school until 4:15pm 
Orchestra is open to children who play an orchestral instrument and would like to develop their 
ensemble skills. We therefore encourage all children taking orchestral instrument lessons to join- brass, 
woodwind, and string instruments. 

🎵 Worship Choir – Mondays all years 
Lunchtime 
Ruth from Holy Saviour is returning to lead our hugely popular worship choir! 

🎼 Recorder & Ukulele Club – Tuesdays all years 
Lunchtime 
This club is a great introduction to playing an instrument as part of a group. 
 
 
Sign-up 
If your child would like to take part in any of these clubs, please complete the Google Form using the 
link below: 
https://forms.gle/C2icibVrmfKGZtQD8 
We are very excited to get our music clubs underway and look forward to seeing lots of children 
enjoying the opportunities on offer. 
 
 
 

Update from Bitterne Friends United 
 

CHRISTMAS CARD FUNDRAISER IS BACK!  
 

On Monday every child will be coming home with their very own Christmas card design template! 

https://forms.gle/C2icibVrmfKGZtQD8


They can draw, colour and create their own festive masterpiece, then return it to school by: 

Friday 2nd October.  We’ll send their artwork to our printers, who will turn it into a personalised 
proof for you to see before ordering. 
 
You’ll then have the option to order their design on: 

Christmas cards  Mugs Christmas decorations Coasters and keyrings  

Stickers…and more! 
 
There’s absolutely no pressure to buy anything, but if you’d like the option, we MUST have your child’s 
artwork returned to the school office by end of day Friday 2nd October so we can meet the printing 
deadline. 
 
Please see guidelines for making the most of your design: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We can’t wait to see their festive creations!  
 
Bitterne Friends United 
 

Castaway in Bitterne 
 
From beneath a mountain of waste, the Keeper of the Waterways awakens. 
Change is coming.  
CastAway by Highly Sprung is a breath-taking outdoor performance that 
confronts our throwaway culture and its impact on waterways. Featuring an 
all-female cast and a unique gyroscopic flying machine, this aerial theatre 
experience will immerse you in an underwater world where performers soar 
26 feet above ground.  
 
Inspired by the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, CastAway offers a powerful, compassionate vision for 
change—challenging us all to reflect on sustainability, climate change, and the choices we make.  
Performances will take place in Bitterne Village (outside Sainsbury's) on Friday 18th September at 15:30 
and 18:00.  will last around 30 minutes. 
 
Additional performances will also take place in Guildhall Square on Saturday 19th September at 12:30 
and 15:00. CastAway in Guildhall Square  
 

https://britishsciencefestival-tickets.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173683634


For access information and directions to this venue, and all British Science Festival venues, please click 
this link: https://britishsciencefestival.org/accessibility-venues/ 
 

Weekly Celebrations 
● This week’s House Cup awarded to Brook House 

● Congratulations to these children who have been awarded Star of the Week: 

Elijah; Isabella; Noah; Mollie; Nazar; Rio; Henry; Emma-Win; Jimi; Mehran; 

Sebastian, Antoni and Ryan. 

● Tidy Year Group Award goes to: Year 2 Eden and Ruby Class 

● This week’s best attendance goes to Navy Class with 100% 

 
Well done everyone! 
 

Dates for your Diary: Please see attached full list of dates for your diary for 2026-2027 
● Monday 21 September: SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

● Tuesday 22 September: Secondary School Admissions Team Information Session for Year 6 

Parents 9am-10am 

● Thursday 24 September: Parent Meeting: PGL Marchants Hill Residential, 4.30pm 

● Monday 28 September to Friday 2 October: Year 5 Bikeability 

● Thursday 1 October: Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 9.30am-11am 

● Monday 5 October: SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

● Monday 5 October to Friday 9 October: Year 6 Marchants Hill Residential  

● Wednesday 7 October: Year 2 Southampton City Mission – Question of Faith Day 

● Wednesday 7 October: MHST Coffee Afternoon – 2pm-3pm 

● Monday 12 October: Individual School Photos 

● Thursday 15 October: Harvest Church Service 2pm- 3pm 

● Monday 19 October: SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 
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Bitterne Church of England Primary School: Dates for the Diary 2026-2027 

 

Trips and visitors to be confirmed. Dates will be updated or added as soon as possible. This table contains 

the main dates for the academic year.  

DATE YEAR 
GROUP 

EVENT 
 

Time 

Monday 21 
September 2026 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 22 
September 2026 

Year 6 Secondary School Admissions Team Information 
Session for Parents 

 

9am-10am 

Thursday 24 
September 2026 

Year 6  Parent Meeting: PGL Marchants Hill Residential 4.30pm 

Monday 28 
September to Friday 1 
October 2026 

Year 5 Bikeability Daily 

Thursday 1 October 
2026 

 Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 1.30pm-3pm 

Monday 5 October 
2026 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 5 to Friday 9 
October 2026 

Year 6 Marchants Hill Residential  

Wednesday 7 October 
2026 

Year 2 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

All years MHST Coffee Afternoon 2pm-3pm 

Monday 12 October 
2026 

All years  Individual School Photos AM 

Thursday 15 October 
2026 

All years Harvest Church Service  2pm-3pm 

Monday 19 October 
2026 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

26.10.26-30.10.26 
Half Term 

Monday 2 November 
2026 

All years Back to School 8.30am-
3.15pm 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 3 November 
2026 

 Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 9.30am- 11am 

Wednesday 4 
November 2026 

Year 6 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

Thursday 5 November 
2026  

All years  Flu vaccinations More 
information to 
follow 

Tuesday 10 November 
2026 

Year 3 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

All years Parents Evening  3.45pm-6pm 
(more 
information to 
follow) 
 

Thursday 12 
November 2026 

All years Parents Evening  3.45pm-6pm 
(more 
information to 
follow) 
 



Monday 16 November 
2025 

All years INSET DAY Children are 
not required in 
school 

Thursday 26 
November 2026 

 Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 5pm-6pm 

Monday 30 November 
2026 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Thursday 10 
December 2026 

KS2 Carols in the Playground  2.30pm 

Monday 14 December 
2026 

Year R & 
KS1 

Christmas Show Rehearsal at the Church 10am-11am 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 15 December 
2026 

Year R 
and KS1 

Christmas Show 10-11am 

Year R 
and KS1 

Christmas Show 1.30pm-
2.30pm 

Thursday 17 
December 2026 

All years Christmas Lunch 12pm-1pm 

All years Christmas Church Service 
 
 

10am-11am 

Friday 18 December 
2026 

All years The Great Exhibition- more information to follow 
shortly 

1.30pm-
2.30pm 

21.12.26-01.01.27 
Christmas Break 

Monday 4 January 
2027 

All years Back to School  8.30am-
3.15pm 

Monday 11 January 
2027 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 25 January 
2027 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 8 February 
2027 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

15.02.27-19.02.27 
Half term 

Monday 22 February 
2027 

All years INSET DAY 8.30am-
3.15pm 

Tuesday 23 February 
2027 

All years  Back to School  8.30am-
3.15pm 

Wednesday 3 March 
2027 

All years Sibling Photos AM 

Thursday 4 March 
2027 

All years World Book Day Information to 
follow 

Monday 8 March 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 
 

3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 9 March 2027 Year 4 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 
 

Tuesday 16 March 
2027 

Year 5  Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

All years  Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 

Wednesday 17 March 
2027 

Year R Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

Thursday 18 March 
2027 

All years  Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 

Monday 22 March 
2027 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 23 March 
2027 

KS2  Show at the Church Information to 
follow 



Thursday 25 March 
2027 

All years Easter Service  9.30am-
10.30am 

Friday 26 March 2027 All years  GOOD FRIDAY Children not 
required in 
School 
 

29.03.27-09.04.27 
Easter Break 

Monday 19 April 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 3 May 2027 All years BANK HOLIDAY Children not 
required in 
school 

Monday 10 May 2027-
Thursday 13 May 
2027 

Year 6 SATS Week Information to 
follow 

Monday 17 May 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 18 May 2027 KS1 Sports Day tbc 

Thursday 20 May 
2027 

KS2  Sports Day tbc 

Monday 24 May – 
Wednesday 26 May 
2027 

Year 4 Stubbington Study Centre Residential  

31.05.27-04.06.27 
Half Term 

Monday 7 June 2026 All years Back to School 8.30am-
3.15pm 

Monday 14 June 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 7 June 2027 
Friday 18 June 2027 

Year 1 + 
2 Resit 

Phonics Screening  

Year 4 MTC Check  

Friday 25 June 2027 All years  INSET DAY  8.30am-
3.15pm 

Monday 28 June 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 29 June 2027 All years Transition morning AM 

Wednesday 30 June 
2027 

All years Transition Day All day 

Friday 2 July 2027 Year 1 Southampton City Mission – Question of Faith Day All day 

Friday 9 July 2027 All years School reports  

Monday 12 July 2027 Year 6 Paultons Park Trip All day 

Tuesday 13 July 2027 All years Parents Open Evening 3.30pm-
5.30pm 

Thursday 15 July 2027 Year 6 Awards Evening 6pm-7pm 

Monday 19 July 2027 Year 6 Leavers Service at Holy Saviour 1.30pm-3pm 

Tuesday 20 July 2027 Year 6 Leavers Party 6pm-8pm 

Wednesday 21 July 
2027  

All years End of School Picnic 12-1pm 

All years LAST DAY OF SUMMER TERM  

 

 

 


