
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

At Bitterne Church of England Primary School, we are a welcoming and inclusive community where every child is valued as a 
unique individual, created and loved by God. Guided by our Christian values of Hope, Courage and Creativity, we work together 

so that all our pupils flourish - confident in who they are, ambitious in what they can become, and fully prepared for the next 
stage of their learning. 

We are proud to be a place where everyone is welcome, regardless of faith, background or belief. We passionately strive for 
every child to succeed - to learn with curiosity, act with kindness, and live with hope - becoming the very best version of 

themselves.” 

Together we soar… 

Week Number: 2      Date: 11th September 2026 

Message from the Senior Leadership Team  
What a super start we have had to the new school year! It has been wonderful to see the children return 
so positively. Classrooms have been calm, focused and purposeful, with lots of time spent practising and 
embedding the routines that will help everyone to learn successfully throughout the year. 
 
A particularly warm welcome goes to our new Year R children, who have joined us this week and have 
now completed their very first day at school! It has been lovely to see our Year 6 children supporting the 
younger children in the hall at lunchtimes, helping them to become familiar with school routines and 
showing what wonderful role models they can be. We also extend a warm welcome to all of the other 
children and families who are new to Bitterne this term.  
 
Across the school, children have been reflecting on our Christian Values of Hope, Courage and Creativity. 
They have identified a hope for the year ahead - something they would like to achieve - and thought 
about the courage they will need to show and how they can use their creativity, talents and gifts to help 
them achieve it. These reflections are beginning to appear on displays around the school and are a 
lovely reminder of the ambitions our children have for themselves. 
 
I have already enjoyed seeing some beautiful work being completed across the curriculum. It has been 
particularly pleasing to be writing Headteacher Awards so early in the year - a fantastic sign of the high 
expectations and enthusiasm for learning we are seeing in classrooms. 
 
Homework will begin next week. This year, every child will receive a homework 
folder to help transport work safely between home and school. Spelling words 
and number facts will be stuck into children's reading records so that these key 
basic skills can be practised regularly at home. 
 
Next Friday, teachers will also publish a short video sharing information about 
the year ahead for their classes. We are trialling this instead of the early-year parent presentations we 
have traditionally held after school. We know that attending a meeting immediately after the school day 
can be difficult for many families, so we hope this approach will enable more parents and carers to 
access the information at a time that works for them. 
 
The school is also looking fantastic! A huge thank you to our PTA and to everyone 
who has supported their fundraising. Year 5 and Year 6 were very excited to have 
new tables and chairs delivered at the beginning of this week. Year R, Year 1 and 
Year 2 have also received new classroom rugs - along with a very excited Mrs M, 

 



who now has one in the music room too! Together with the work staff have put into creating beautiful 
classrooms and shared spaces, the school feels incredibly welcoming and ready for the year ahead. 
 
We are looking forward to a fantastic term. Please take a look at the diary dates at the end of this 
newsletter, where we have included key dates for the academic year. We will shortly be adding parent 
workshops and further opportunities for you to come into school and share in your children's learning. 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Have a lovely weekend! 
Mrs. Johnson 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

Collective Worship Reflection  
As we begin a new school year, we are focusing on Our Christian value of Hope. 
We thought about our Old Testament hope story of Daniel in the lion’s den, 
Daniel showed great courage and trust in God when he was thrown into the 
lions’ den. His story reminds us to hold on to hope, even when times are 
difficult. 
 
In the New Testament, the Easter story brings the ultimate message of hope. Jesus’ resurrection shows 
us that even after times of sadness and difficulty, there can be new life and new beginnings. 
As we look to the new year, let us remember: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Parent Question of the Week – We’d Love to Hear From You!  
This term, we are introducing a new Question of the Week for parents and carers. Each 
week, we will ask just one quick question to help us understand your views and 
experiences of our school. Your feedback is really important to us and will help us 
celebrate what is working well and identify where we can make improvements. 
 
We would really appreciate as many families as possible taking a moment to respond each week. 
 
This week’s question: How well do you feel your child has settled back into school after the summer 
break? 
 
Please click the link to answer this week’s question – it should only take a few moments. Thank you for 
helping us make our school even better. 
https://forms.gle/uxC8Hyw1N78hrnEf8 
 

Music Clubs with Miss M: Please sign your child up here 
 
We are delighted to continue our extra-curricular music clubs this year, beginning on 7 
September. 
These clubs are a wonderful opportunity for children to develop their musical skills, 
build confidence, make friends and, most importantly, enjoy making music together. 

https://forms.gle/uxC8Hyw1N78hrnEf8


🎶 Chamber Choir – Wednesdays Year 2-6 
After school until 4:15pm 
Chamber Choir is open to children who enjoy singing and would like to develop their vocal skills. 
Important: The school production music will be rehearsed as part of Chamber Choir. Therefore, any 
children who would like to take part in school production will need to join Chamber Choir. 
Year R & 1 will be able to join the production as chorus. We will rehearse with them at a lunchtime in 
the spring term. 

🎻 Orchestra – Thursdays Years 1-6 
After school until 4:15pm 
Orchestra is open to children who play an orchestral instrument and would like to develop their 
ensemble skills. We therefore encourage all children taking orchestral instrument lessons to join- brass, 
woodwind, and string instruments. 

🎵 Worship Choir – Mondays all years 
Lunchtime 
Ruth from Holy Saviour is returning to lead our hugely popular worship choir! 
 

🎼 Recorder & Ukulele Club – Tuesdays all years 
Lunchtime 
This club is a great introduction to playing an instrument as part of a group. 
 
Sign-up 
If your child would like to take part in any of these clubs, please complete the Google Form using the 
link below: 
https://forms.gle/C2icibVrmfKGZtQD8 
We are very excited to get our music clubs underway and look forward to seeing lots of children 
enjoying the opportunities on offer. 
 
 
 

Parents Prayer Group Meeting: Friday Monthly 
A group of parents meet regularly to pray for the staff and children of Bitterne Primary. They meet on 
the first Friday of the month at 8.45am in the Holy Saviour church centre. Anyone is welcome to join 
including younger siblings.  For more information, please contact Emily on 07966304925.  
 

Southampton City Catering Parent and Carer Newsletter 
Please see attach a link to our Catering provider’s newsletter.  It has everything families need to know 
about school meals for the Autumn term. 
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1jyAYXtvrn5CAHUU?ref=email  

https://forms.gle/C2icibVrmfKGZtQD8
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1jyAYXtvrn5CAHUU?ref=email


Streetbeatz Dance Classes  
Please remember to book your child onto their Streetbeatz dance class using this 
link: https://streetbeatzbooking.as.me/?appointmentType=94018533 
Classes will resume in the Autumn Term from Thursday 10 September. Thank you. 
 

Playsport Juniors Netball Academy 
Play Sports Juniors are launching a brand-new Netball Academy just a short distance from your school.  We'd love 
to invite children from your school to come along, and we're offering every child a FREE taster session. 
 
Deer Park School, Sika Ave, Botley, Southampton SO30 2HT 
Sundays 
9:00–9:50 – Reception–Year 2 
10:00–10:50 – Years 3–4 
11:00–11:50 – Years 5–7 
 
Our Academy is designed to give children a fun, friendly and welcoming place to enjoy netball, whether they're 
completely new to the sport or already love playing.  First Taster session is free.  Find out more on their website: 
https://www.playsportsjuniors.co.uk/netball-academy/locations/hampshire/botley/  

 

Weekly Celebrations 
● This week’s House Cup awarded to Maytree House. 

● Congratulations to these children who have been awarded Star of the Week:  

Arya, Noah, Reuben, Ayda, James, Olivia, Anabel, Guxim, Lily W and Tilly. 

● Tidy Year Group Award goes to: Year 4 Carmine and Sapphire Class 

● This week’s best attendance goes to Tahiti Class with 99.7% 

 
Well done everyone! 
 

Dates for your Diary: Please see attached full list of dates for your diary for 2026-2027 
● Monday 21 September: SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

● Tuesday 22 September: Secondary School Admissions Team Information Session for Year 6 

Parents 9am-10am 

● Thursday 24 September: Parent Meeting: PGL Marchants Hill Residential, 4.30pm 

● Monday 28 September to Friday 2 October: Year 5 Bikeability 

● Thursday 1 October: Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 9.30am-11am 

● Monday 5 October: SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

● Monday 5 October to Friday 9 October: Year 6 Marchants Hill Residential  

● Wednesday 7 October: Year 2 Southampton City Mission – Question of Faith Day 

● Wednesday 7 October: MHST Coffee Afternoon – 2pm-3pm 

● Monday 12 October: Individual School Photos 

● Thursday 15 October: Harvest Church Service 2pm- 3pm 

● Monday 19 October: SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

 

 

 

https://streetbeatzbooking.as.me/?appointmentType=94018533
https://www.playsportsjuniors.co.uk/netball-academy/locations/hampshire/botley/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bitterne Church of England Primary School: Dates for the Diary 2026-2027 

 

Trips and visitors to be confirmed. Dates will be updated or added as soon as possible. This 

table contains the main dates for the academic year.  

DATE YEAR 
GROUP 

EVENT 
 

Time 

Monday 21 
September 2026 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 22 
September 2026 

Year 6 Secondary School Admissions Team Information 
Session for Parents 

 

9am-10am 

Thursday 24 
September 2026 

Year 6  Parent Meeting: PGL Marchants Hill Residential 4.30pm 

Monday 28 
September to Friday 1 
October 2026 

Year 5 Bikeability Daily 

Thursday 1 October 
2026 

 Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 1.30pm-3pm 

Monday 5 October 
2026 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 5 to Friday 9 
October 2026 

Year 6 Marchants Hill Residential  

Wednesday 7 October 
2026 

Year 2 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

All years MHST Coffee Afternoon 2pm-3pm 

Monday 12 October 
2026 

All years  Individual School Photos AM 

Thursday 15 October 
2026 

All years Harvest Church Service  2pm-3pm 

Monday 19 October 
2026 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

26.10.26-30.10.26 
Half Term 

Monday 2 November 
2026 

All years Back to School 8.30am-
3.15pm 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 3 November 
2026 

 Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 9.30am- 11am 

Wednesday 4 
November 2026 

Year 6 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

Thursday 5 November 
2026  

All years  Flu vaccinations More 
information to 
follow 

Tuesday 10 November 
2026 

Year 3 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

All years Parents Evening  3.45pm-6pm 
(more 
information to 
follow) 
 

Thursday 12 
November 2026 

All years Parents Evening  3.45pm-6pm 
(more 
information to 
follow) 
 



Monday 16 November 
2025 

All years INSET DAY Children are 
not required in 
school 

Thursday 26 
November 2026 

 Year R 2027 Entry Parent Tours 5pm-6pm 

Monday 30 November 
2026 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Thursday 10 
December 2026 

KS2 Carols in the Playground  2.30pm 

Monday 14 December 
2026 

Year R & 
KS1 

Christmas Show Rehearsal at the Church 10am-11am 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 15 December 
2026 

Year R 
and KS1 

Christmas Show 10-11am 

Year R 
and KS1 

Christmas Show 1.30pm-
2.30pm 

Thursday 17 
December 2026 

All years Christmas Lunch 12pm-1pm 

All years Christmas Church Service 
 
 

10am-11am 

Friday 18 December 
2026 

All years The Great Exhibition- more information to follow 
shortly 

1.30pm-
2.30pm 

21.12.26-01.01.27 
Christmas Break 

Monday 4 January 
2027 

All years Back to School  8.30am-
3.15pm 

Monday 11 January 
2027 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 25 January 
2027 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 8 February 
2027 

All years  SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

15.02.27-19.02.27 
Half term 

Monday 22 February 
2027 

All years INSET DAY 8.30am-
3.15pm 

Tuesday 23 February 
2027 

All years  Back to School  8.30am-
3.15pm 

Wednesday 3 March 
2027 

All years Sibling Photos AM 

Thursday 4 March 
2027 

All years World Book Day Information to 
follow 

Monday 8 March 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 
 

3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 9 March 2027 Year 4 Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 
 

Tuesday 16 March 
2027 

Year 5  Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

All years  Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 

Wednesday 17 March 
2027 

Year R Southampton City Mission - Question of Faith Day All day 

Thursday 18 March 
2027 

All years  Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 

Monday 22 March 
2027 

All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 23 March 
2027 

KS2  Show at the Church Information to 
follow 



Thursday 25 March 
2027 

All years Easter Service  9.30am-
10.30am 

Friday 26 March 2027 All years  GOOD FRIDAY Children not 
required in 
School 
 

29.03.27-09.04.27 
Easter Break 

Monday 19 April 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 3 May 2027 All years BANK HOLIDAY Children not 
required in 
school 

Monday 10 May 2027-
Thursday 13 May 
2027 

Year 6 SATS Week Information to 
follow 

Monday 17 May 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 18 May 2027 KS1 Sports Day tbc 

Thursday 20 May 
2027 

KS2  Sports Day tbc 

Monday 24 May – 
Wednesday 26 May 
2027 

Year 4 Stubbington Study Centre Residential  

31.05.27-04.06.27 
Half Term 

Monday 7 June 2026 All years Back to School 8.30am-
3.15pm 

Monday 14 June 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Monday 7 June 2027 
Friday 18 June 2027 

Year 1 + 
2 Resit 

Phonics Screening  

Year 4 MTC Check  

Friday 25 June 2027 All years  INSET DAY  8.30am-
3.15pm 

Monday 28 June 2027 All years SENDCo Drop-in session in the School Library 3.15pm-4pm 

Tuesday 29 June 2027 All years Transition morning AM 

Wednesday 30 June 
2027 

All years Transition Day All day 

Friday 2 July 2027 Year 1 Southampton City Mission – Question of Faith Day All day 

Friday 9 July 2027 All years School reports  

Monday 12 July 2027 Year 6 Paultons Park Trip All day 

Tuesday 13 July 2027 All years Parents Open Evening 3.30pm-
5.30pm 

Thursday 15 July 2027 Year 6 Awards Evening 6pm-7pm 

Monday 19 July 2027 Year 6 Leavers Service at Holy Saviour 1.30pm-3pm 

Tuesday 20 July 2027 Year 6 Leavers Party 6pm-8pm 

Wednesday 21 July 
2027  

All years End of School Picnic 12-1pm 

All years LAST DAY OF SUMMER TERM  

 

 

 


