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Message from the Senior Leadership Team  
As we reach the end of another school year, I find myself reflecting on just how much we have achieved 
together. It has been a truly fantastic year at Bitterne CE Primary School, full of learning, laughter, 
challenge and success. Every day our children have embraced new opportunities with enthusiasm, 
curiosity and determination, and I could not be prouder of all they have accomplished.  

This year has been packed with exciting learning experiences that have brought our 
curriculum to life. From farm visits, Butser Ancient Farm, Winchester Cathedral, the 
Science Centre and City Mission days, to swimming, Bikeability, sports days, residential 
visits to Stubbington and Marchants Hill, experience days in school, Christmas and 
summer fairs, pantomimes and nativities, there has been something for every child to 
enjoy. One of the highlights of the year was undoubtedly our first ever whole-school 
production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. It was a wonderful celebration of talent, 

teamwork and confidence, and one that will live long in the memories of everyone 
involved.  

At the beginning of the year, we introduced our new Christian values of Hope, 
Courage and Creativity. It has been wonderful to see these values become firmly 
embedded in the life of our school. They are now evident in our classrooms, our 
collective worship, our curriculum and, most importantly, 

in the way our children treat one another. They have become a genuine part of 
who we are as a school community.  

It has also been a year of significant school improvement. Throughout the year, 
our School Improvement Officer has recognised the progress being made across 
the school through regular visits, acknowledging the continued improvements 
in the quality of education and the experiences our children receive.  

Our children's achievements this year reflect the hard work and dedication of both pupils 
and staff. I am delighted to share that: 

• Our Reception Good Level of Development (GLD) has increased by 10% compared 
to last year and now sits just above the national average at 73%. 
• Year 1 Phonics outcomes have improved by 4%, with 80% of pupils meeting the 
expected standard. Even more pleasing is that our average point score is above both the 

national and local authority averages, meaning more children achieved higher scores. By the end 
of Year 2, 97% of our children have successfully passed the Phonics Screening Check. 

• Our Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check results have been exceptional, with a 36% increase in the 
number of children achieving full marks. An impressive 59% of pupils scored 25 out of 25, placing 
us 15% above the national average. 

We continue to await the detailed analysis of this year's Key Stage 2 outcomes, but I have every 
confidence that our Year 6 children have done themselves proud. 

None of these achievements happen by chance. They are a testament to the commitment, passion and 
professionalism of every member of staff at Bitterne CE Primary School. Every day they work tirelessly to 
provide the very best education and care for our children, continually striving to improve outcomes and 
create memorable learning experiences. I feel incredibly fortunate to lead such a talented, dedicated 



and caring team who share my vision and aspirations for every child. Thank you to each and every one of 
them.  

As always at this time of year, we also say some goodbyes. We would like to thank 
Mrs Sharman, Mr Thomas and Miss Healey as they leave Bitterne CE Primary 
School. Mrs Sharman has served the school for many years and has touched the 
lives of countless children and families. She will be greatly missed for her warmth, 
kindness, infectious enthusiasm and genuine care for everyone around her. Mr 
Thomas, whilst only having been with us a short time, had a positive impact in year 6 and with 
supporting our children at PE events. Miss Healey, who has played a significant role in our setting up of 
Horizon (our wraparound care) will be greatly missed by the children. Miss Healey has also worked 
across the school as a cover teaching assistant over the year. We wish Mrs Sharman, Mr Thomas and 
Miss Healey every happiness and success for the future. 
 
Next academic year, Mrs Wicheard will begin her maternity leave. We are delighted for her and her 
family as they prepare to welcome their new arrival. Mrs Wicheard will return to school for a short 
period at the beginning of September before starting her maternity leave, and 
we look forward to welcoming her back again following her leave.  

We are also excited to welcome three new teachers to our school community: 
Mr Przewloka (Year 2), Miss Jenagathan (Year 3) and Mrs Morris (Year 4). I 
know they will each bring enthusiasm, expertise and fresh ideas to our team, 
and I am confident they will make a very positive contribution to the school. 

I would also like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our wonderful parents and carers. 
Your support, encouragement and partnership make an enormous difference to the life 
of our school. Whether supporting learning at home, attending events, volunteering 
your time or simply working alongside us each day, we are incredibly grateful. We 
simply could not do what we do without you. 

A very special thank you must also go to our fantastic PTA. Their tireless fundraising has made a real 
difference to the experiences we can offer our children. Thanks to their incredible efforts, we now have 
our beautiful new library, every child enjoyed a Christmas pantomime, and this summer our Year 5 and 
Year 6 classrooms will receive new furniture while our Reception and Key Stage 1 classrooms will benefit 
from new placement rugs. Looking ahead, the PTA will be focusing their fundraising on helping us better 
manage the increasingly frequent summer heatwaves by improving classroom conditions and creating 
additional shaded outdoor spaces. We are incredibly grateful for everything 
they do. 

Thank you also to our Governors, whose support, encouragement and 
constructive challenge continue to help us move the school forward. Their 
commitment to our children and community is greatly appreciated. 

Finally, to our wonderful children—thank you. You are what makes Bitterne CE 
Primary School such a special place. Every day you amaze us with your kindness, 
resilience, determination and compassion. You encourage one another, 
celebrate each other's successes and face challenges with courage. It is an 
absolute privilege to be your Headteacher, and I am incredibly proud of every 
single one of you.  

And to our fantastic Year 6 children, we wish you every success and happiness as you begin the next 
chapter of your journey at secondary school. You leave us with wonderful memories, and we know you 
will continue to demonstrate the hope, courage and creativity that you have shown throughout your 
time at Bitterne. Remember that you will always be part of our school family, and we cannot wait to 
hear about all that you achieve in the years ahead. 



As we look ahead to another exciting year, we will continue to live out our vision of Together We Soar - 
working together with hope, courage and creativity so that every child flourishes, grows in confidence 
and achieves their very best. 

I wish all of our families a happy, safe and restful summer holiday. Thank you once again for your 
continued support throughout the year. 

We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Thursday 3rd September, ready for 
another exciting year of learning together. 

Have a wonderful summer. 

Mrs Jen Johnson 
Headteacher 

 

Collective Worship Reflection: Finding Rest and Joy This Summer 

Summer is a gift of time. It is an invitation to step away from the daily routines, 
the early morning rushes, and the homework planners. Whether you are 
traveling somewhere new, spending time with family and friends, or simply 
enjoying the quiet of home, this break is a precious opportunity to recharge. In 
the busy pace of life, finding time to pause is essential for our minds, bodies, and 
spirits. In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus reminds his disciples of the vital need for quiet and renewal: 

"Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest."— Mark 6:31 

This summer, we encourage everyone in our school community to find their own "quiet place." Let’s 
take time to appreciate the beauty of creation around us, to laugh, to play, and to simply be. 

 

 

Reminder: Change for Inset Day 2026-27 
The Governor have agreed a change to the final inset day of academic year 2026-27. The date was 
originally set as Friday 2nd July. It will now be a week earlier – Friday 25th June 2027. Apologies for the 
change. 
 

Help us win books for our library! 
Please help us by nominating the school to win 
£1000 for books for our school library. 
It is a super quick form – the more entries we have, 
the more chance we have to win! 
 
Please visit the website below: 
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-
prize 
 
Thank you!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools-prize


Update from Bitterne Friends United  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Stikins labels     

As we all know, lost property is a problem in all schools and I am sure we are all familiar with our child, 
at some point, coming home from school with a missing item. As parents, we are aware that time is 
precious, which is why we think these labels are such a great idea; they simply 
stick onto the wash-care label of clothing. They can even be used in shoes! 
Naming of clothing is a school requirement, and we are hoping that with this 
opportunity we can start to eliminate the amount of lost property in our school 

How it works: Each order placed quoting the school reference number (2092) 
will provide the school with 30% commission. Order using this link 
https://www.stikins.co.uk/ or QR code  

 

 

https://www.stikins.co.uk/


Kids Go Free by Bus!  
As part of a government initiative, children aged 5 to 15 will travel for free 
on any participating local bus in August.  This offer runs in addition to the £3 
single fare cap and the £1 after 6pm single fare. 
  
Now there’s even more reasons to get out by bus to local attractions this August. For example, a family 
of 2 adults and 2 children, can travel from Southampton to Paulton’s Park on the X7/X7R for only £6 
each way! 
  
Southampton also has wealth of great things to see and do this August. Whether it’s a spot of retail 
therapy at West Quay, a bite to eat at the many restaurants, to catch the latest films at Showcase 
Cinema or walk the historic city walls, in addition to kids go free, adults can travel by bus for only £2.60 
single within the Southampton zone or £1 after 6pm. 
  
Leave the car at home this August and catch the bus instead, it’s much less fuss by bus! 
  
For further information, see bluestarbus.co.uk, firstsolent.co.uk or southampton.gov.uk’ 
 

Dates for your Diary 
● 1 September: INSET DAY 

● 2 September: INSET DAYS 

● 3 September: First Day back in School 

● 7 September: SENDCO Drop in 3.15pm-4pm 

● 21 September: SENDCO Drop in 3.15pm-4pm 

● 22 September: Year 6 Parent Meeting: School Admissions Year 7 Info session 9-10am 

● 28 September – 2 October: Year 5 Bikeability 

● 5-9 October: Year 6 Marchants Hill Residential 

● 12 October: Individual Class Photos 

● 15 October: Harvest Church Service 

 

 

 

 

http://bluestarbus.co.uk/
http://firstsolent.co.uk/
http://southampton.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


