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Message from the Senior Leadership Team  
It has been another busy and successful week across the school, with lots to celebrate! 
Year 3 thoroughly enjoyed their visit from City Mission, where they spent the day learning about 
Pentecost. The children took part in a range of fun and engaging activities to develop their 
understanding of the Holy Trinity before creating some fantastic collage artwork to represent their 
learning. 
 
Year 4 have been amazing this week whilst completing their Multiplication Tables Checks. The teachers 
have been incredibly proud of the children’s positive attitudes, determination and hard work throughout 
the process. 
 
Our Year 1 and Year 2 children have also been completing their Phonics Screening Checks. It has been 
wonderful to see the fluency and confidence they have developed, particularly when segmenting and 
blending words. They should all be very proud of themselves. 
 
Yesterday evening, the Leadership Team reviewed year R writing outcomes as part of the end-of-year 
assessment process. It is extremely pleasing to see the number of children who are securing this 
important Early Learning Goal and the progress they have made throughout the year. 
 
Year 1 also wowed Mrs Gear and Mrs Johnson with their writing inspired by The Owl Who Was Afraid of 
the Dark. The quality of letter formation, sentence structure and presentation was phenomenal and a 
real credit to both the children and staff. Year 3 are also impressing us with their excellent non-
chronological reports about dolphins, demonstrating growing confidence in their writing skills and 
subject knowledge. 
 
Finally, we are very much looking forward to the Summer Fair tomorrow. A huge thank you in advance 
to our wonderful PTA members, staff and volunteers who have worked so hard behind the scenes to 
make this event possible. We look forward to welcoming many of you there for what promises to be a 
fantastic afternoon. 
We hope you all have a lovely weekend. 
 

Collective Worship 
World Oceans Day & Words as Brushes  

This week we thought about World Oceans Day, which was on Monday 8th 
June in our Collective Worship. It was a wonderful opportunity to dive deep 
into our school value of Creativity. First, we celebrated the wonders of God’s 
natural creation under the waves. We read from Genesis 1:21, which 
highlighted the importance of protecting the "great creatures of the sea." The 
children reflected on how the underwater world is a creative space that we are all called to love, 
respect, and protect. 

The children also thought about of their words as paintbrushes. Our core message was that our words 
are incredibly powerful. Once they leave our mouths, they cannot be taken back. We discussed how we 



can use our "brushes" to paint a dark, stormy environment filled with unkindness, or use bright, 
encouraging words to create a warm, happy environment where everyone feels safe and valued. 

Just as we must keep the oceans clean and healthy for the creatures that live there, we focused on 
keeping our school environment positive with the words we speak to one another. 

 
 

Year 3 and Year 4 Phase Leader Update 

It has been an incredibly busy and exciting start to our new topics. Here is a glimpse into what our 
brilliant year groups have been up to: 

Year 3 have dived headfirst into the magical world of Song of the Dolphin Boy by Elizabeth Laird. This 
captivating story has sparked a massive wave of interest in marine life. The children have been 
researching fascinating facts about dolphins as they prepare to write their very own non-chronological 
reports. Our focus on the seas continues into Geography, where we have been exploring and discussing 
exactly why protecting marine life is so vital to our planet. 

We also had a fantastic, interactive RE day recently! We welcomed Charis from City Mission, who led an 
exciting workshop exploring how Christians celebrate the festival of Pentecost. The children had a 
wonderful time bringing the learning to life by creating detailed storyboards, cracking codes by 
unscrambling anagrams, and getting creative with a beautiful craft collage that illustrated the "Kingdom 
of God" at work. 

Year 4 have turned their attention to the environment this half term, learning all about the impact of 
plastic pollution. They are channeling their passion for the planet into their English work, preparing to 
write powerful persuasive letters to local leaders to ensure Southampton continues its vital efforts to 
stay clean and green. 

We have also launched some fantastic new foundation subjects: In Geography we are exploring coastal 
erosion and learning the fascinating science behind how waves carve out caves, arches, stacks, and 
stumps over thousands of years. In Art the children are getting to grips with the fine motor skills of 
embroidery. They have been practicing different stitches as they prepare to design and create their very 
own cross-stitch cushions. Building on last half term’s digital skills in computing, the children have taken 
on the role of web designers and have started building their very own websites using google sites! 

Best wishes,  
Mrs Wood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Update from Bitterne Friends United  
 

BFU Annual Summer Fair: Saturday 13 June 
Don’t forget our Annual Summer Fair is taking place 
tomorrow from 12pm-3pm.  Please come along and 
join us.  We look forward to seeing you there.  
 
Fundraising Opportunity: Do you shop at Tesco?  
Please help Bitterne Friends United win a £1,000 donation! All you 
need to do is sign up to easyfundraising, then you can raise a 
cashback donation for us every time you shop online - at no extra 
cost!  
 
Then shop online at Tesco or F&F Clothing by May 31st – every shop 
equals some extra funding for us AND an entry into the £1,000 
donation draw! Thank you so much:  
 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bitterne-friends-

united/?utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=tesco-5000-
fb 
 

Whole School End of Year Picnic 17 July 2026 
We are excited to announce our End of Year School Picnic 
which will take place on Friday 17 July. We hope this will 
be a wonderful opportunity for the children and staff to 
celebrate the end of the school year together.  
 
For those children who would usually order a school 
dinner, we will have a special picnic menu for them to 
choose from; however, children may also bring a packed 
lunch from home. The only hot dinner option that will be 
available is a jacket potato. Both the school packed lunch 
and jacket potato will be priced at the usual school 
dinner price of £3.20 and specialist diets will be catered 
for. Parents can pay for dinners on the Scopay app in the 
usual way. 
 
To ensure your child receives their preferred meal, please complete the google form below. 
Unfortunately, if your child’s meal is not pre ordered by Friday 26 June or they will need to bring a 
packed lunch from home:  
 
https://forms.gle/CdzX5oJ5D7JR5cKPA  
 
We are hoping for warm, sunny weather for our picnic. However, if the weather does not cooperate, we 
will move the picnic indoors.  
 

Dates for your Diary 
● 13 June: PTA Summer Fayre 12-3pm 

● 18 June: 9.30am-11am: EYS and Year 1 and 2 Sports Day 

● 22 June- 10 July: Year 5 Swimming  

● 25 June: Year 6 Leaver’s Event Winchester Cathedral  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bitterne-friends-united/?utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=tesco-5000-fb
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bitterne-friends-united/?utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=tesco-5000-fb
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bitterne-friends-united/?utm_campaign=pmc&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=tesco-5000-fb
https://forms.gle/CdzX5oJ5D7JR5cKPA


● 30 June: Year R-5 Transition morning 

● 1 July: Year R- 5 Transition Day 

● 6 July: Rescheduled KS2 Sports Day: Year 5 and Year 6: 9:30am – 11:00am 

Year 3 and Year 4: 1:30pm – 3:00pm 

● 9 July:  6pm-7pm Year 6 Leavers Celebration  

● 10 July: End of year reports 

● 13 July: Year 6 Paultons Park Trip  

● 14 July: All years Parents Open Evening – more information to follow shortly 

● 16 July: 1.30pm-3pm: Year 6 Leavers Service and Picnic at Holy Saviour  

● 16 July:  6pm-8pm: Year 6 Leavers Party - more information to follow shortly 

● 17 July: PTA Non School Uniform Day 

● 17 July: Whole School End of Year Picnic 

● 17 July: Last day of Summer term 

 

 

Weekly Celebrations 
● This week House Cup winner is Brook House with 2536 points, Maytree House 

with 2436 Points, Brownlow House with 2306 Points and Pound House with 

2210 points. 

● Tidy Year Group Award goes to:  Year 4 Sapphire and Carmine Class 

● Star of the Week certificates awarded to: Alice; Phoebe; Imogen; Mikey; Isaac T; Zion; Eli; Darcie; 

Alfie; Bella; Jake; Pippa; Deni-Rose and George. 

● This week’s most improved attendance goes to:  Bronze with 97.5% 

Well done everyone! 

 



 

 



 


