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Message from the Senior Leadership Team  

We had a wonderful time celebrating World Book Day across the school! The day was filled with a love of 
reading and lots of exciting opportunities for children to share and enjoy books together. 

Throughout the day, classes took part in author studies, exploring the work of different writers and 
discovering new stories and characters. One of the highlights was our reading buddies session, where 
children mixed with pupils from different classes across the school to read and share their favourite books 
together. It was lovely to see older and younger children enjoying stories side by side and talking about 
the books they love. 

To make the day even more special, children were 
invited to come to school in their comfy pyjamas or 
dressed as their favourite book character. We were so 
impressed by the effort and creativity – there were 
some fantastic costumes and it was wonderful to see 
so many beloved characters brought to life! 

We would also like to say a big thank you to parents 
and carers for helping your children create the plates 
for our new reading display. The finished display will 
soon be going up in the link corridor, so please keep 
an eye out for it when it is complete! 

World Book Day was a great opportunity to celebrate reading together and 
remind everyone just how magical books can be. Thank you for supporting the 
day and helping to encourage a love of reading at home. 

Best wishes 
Mrs Sullivan  
Collective Worship 
This term we are looking deeper into the school value of Hope. Palm Sunday 
has been the theme for this week. Palm Sunday is a special day for Christians 
around the world. It marks the moment Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a 
donkey while crowds welcomed Him by waving palm branches and shouting 
with joy. People laid their cloaks and branches on the road as a sign of 
honour and excitement. We thought about how not everyone welcomed him and what that meant 
 
That same message of hope continues today. Palm Sunday reminds us that even when life feels uncertain, 
hope can lead us forward. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! John 12:13 
 
The Easter Story has continued this week with The Last Supper. It was the final meal Jesus shared with 
His disciples before His arrest. As He broke bread and shared the cup, He reminded them that even in 



times of uncertainty, God’s love remains constant and this gives us Hope. The meal became a symbol of 
unity, forgiveness, and the promise that light can rise from even the darkest moments. 

Year R Phase Leader Update 

What a busy start to this half term! 

Last Friday, we visited Longdown Dairy Farm for our first school trip. The children had a 
fantastic time bottle-feeding calves and kids, as well as feeding the goats. They also got 
to see one-week-old piglets and had the opportunity to hold guinea pigs and tiny chicks 
(which has been great practice for this week!). The children’s behaviour was brilliant 
and they all seemed to thoroughly enjoy the experience 

When we returned to school on Monday, the excitement continued as 
our eggs arrived! The children carefully observed them in the incubator 
over the first few days, and their patience was rewarded when nine 
beautiful chicks hatched – six boys and three girls. They have now been 
moved into the brooder. Watching the chicks hatch and grow has been a 
truly wonderful experience for the children, sparking lots of curiosity and 
thoughtful discussion.  

We finished the week by celebrating World Book Day. The children looked fantastic in their costumes or 
cosy in their pyjamas. Our focus author for the day was Julia Donaldson, and we began the morning by 
drawing our favourite book characters. Some Year 5 children then came down to join us for paired 
reading, which was a lovely opportunity for the Reception children to share stories – and even show the 
Year 5s how we do Drawing Club! 

Throughout the day we enjoyed a range of activities inspired by Julia 
Donaldson’s stories. We read The Gruffalo and made our own “Gruffalo 
Crumble”, explored The Scarecrows’ Wedding by creating paper plate 
scarecrows and playing musical statues to the Wedding March, and flew 
around the playground on our “broomsticks” after reading Room on the 
Broom. We also travelled to The Isle of Blowyernose from Jack and the 
Flum Flum Tree, tea-staining card to create our own maps. 

It has been a joyful, hands-on start to the half term full of new experiences, stories and learning. Thank 
you, as always, for your continued support. We are looking forward to another exciting few weeks ahead 
in Reception!  

Best Wishes 
Miss Scriven 

Easter Service at Holy Saviour on Thursday 26 March at 2pm  
We will be holding this year’s Easter Church service at Holy Saviour 
Church on Thursday 26 March, 2pm-3pm. The children will walk in their 
year groups to and from the church and will be back in time for 3.15pm 
pick up as usual from school. Please note you will not be able to collect 
your child from the Church they will need to return to school for usual 
pick up. Please ensure that the children are wearing school uniform, along with suitable school shoes and 
that they have a warm, waterproof coat with them. 
 
Parents are more than welcome to attend the service if they wish, please arrive approximately 10 
minutes before the service begins. We would be grateful for any help with walking the children to the 
Church and back to school. If you are able to help, please complete the attached google form: 



https://forms.gle/ekbp6AtYiJ2ziuFy7 
Seats will be reserved for parents who walk with us. 
 
Thanking you in anticipation of your continued support and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Year 6 Leavers Party 
We’re raising money to give our wonderful Year 6 children a leavers’ 
party to remember as they finish their time at primary school and 
prepare for their next big adventure. If you’re able to donate, no 
matter how small, it would be hugely appreciated and will go directly 
towards making the celebration special for every child. 
https://gofund.me/45ecc0e0c 
 
Please also share this link with your family and friends to help us 
reach as many people as possible. The more we share, the closer we 
get to our goal!  
 
There will also be a Mother’s Day Flower Balloon Sale on Friday 13th 
March in the school playground from 3.15pm.  Please do come and 
support this great cause. 
 
Thank you so much in anticipation of your support. 
Year 6 Parents  
 
 
 

Sibling Photo Proofs 
You should have received your children’s photo proof by now.  Please note the 
deadline for orders is Tuesday 17 March.  Orders should be made online using the 
information on your proof card, we are regret we can not accept money or orders in 
school.  Thank you. 

Reminder: Parents Evening 17 and 18 March 2026 
Please don’t forget to book your child’s appointment using the online scopay system.  Please note online 
bookings will close on 13 March at 8am.  If you can not find a suitable time please contact us in the office 
at office@bitterneceprimary.net and we will arrange an alternative time or assist you in booking your 
appointment.   
 
A reminder that the PTA will be selling pre loved uniform and refreshments on both evenings, please do 
drop by and see them.  Many thanks 
 

Message from the PTA 
We also have a few dates for your diary: 

● The School Disco date has changed and will now take place on Thursday 7 
May. Further information will follow soon. 

● Beyond the Rules Non-Uniform Day will be held on Friday 27 March. All 
money collected on this day will be returned directly to the school. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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Facebook 
A reminder to follow our new Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/BitterneCEPrimary 
 

Dates for your Diary 
● SENDCO Drop in: Wednesday 11th March from 3.15pm-4pm (change from Monday 9th March) 

● 17 March: Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 

● 18 March: Parents Evening 3.45pm-6pm 

● 26 March: Easter Church Service 2pm-3pm 

● 27 March: Beyond the Rules Non-Uniform Day 

● 30 March – 12 April: Easter Holidays 

● 15 April: Year 2 Trip to Butser Ancient Farm 

● 21 April: Year 3 History of the Page Workshop: Tudor England 

● 22 April: Year 4 History of the Page Workshop: Great Fire of London 

● 4 May: Early May Bank Holiday 

● 7 May: PTA School Disco KS1 4.45pm-5.45pm and KS2 6pm-7pm – more information to follow 

● 20 May: SEND Coffee Meeting 2pm-3pm 

 

Weekly Celebrations 
● This week House Cup winner is Pound with 2425 points, Brownlow with 2225 

points, Maytree with 2221 and Brook 2219 points 

● Tidy Year Group Award goes to:  Year 6 Orient and Laurel Class 

● Star of the Week certificates w/e 27.02.26 awarded to: Phoebe M, Keegan M; 

George M; William P; Gracie P; Cassidy S; Frank W; Joseph L; Mya M; Ronnie Y and Ethan C 

● Star of the Week certificates w/e 06.03.26: Arjun J; Lukas L; Ellie; Nazar S; Izzy B; Tessa P; Alfie O; 

Benjamin G; Elias S; Eliana P Ryan G and Noraya K 

● This week’s most improved attendance goes to Indigo Class with 96% 

Well done everyone! 
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